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Second-year coach Montez Robinson is making Alcorn State relevant again
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The 7,000-seat arena in Lorman, Miss. where Alcorn State plays its home games bears the name of
legendary coach the late, great Davey L. Whitney.

In nearly 30 seasons at the helm, during a career that spanned six decades, Whitney captured 12 SWAC
regular season titles and won the conference tournament six times. However, in the 14 years since he last
strolled the sidelines, the Braves haven’t built upon the championship foundation the National College
Basketball Hall of Fame member laid.

It’s been a long time coming, but second-year coach Montez Robinson is trying to restore the feelings.

Alcorn’s 68-67 win on the road against Southern this past Saturday was its 11th-straight victory. At 16-11
(13-3 in the SWAC) the Braves hold the sixth-longest active winning streak in the nation. The mark is just
one shy of a school record. More importantly, the triumph against the Jaguars secured Alcorn one of the
top two seeds in the SWAC tournament set for March 7-11.
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During the streak, which began with an 82-64 win at home against Arkansas-Pine Blu� back on Jan. 16,
the Braves have increased their scoring output to 75.8 points per game. That’s 10 more than the number
they put up through their �rst �ve contests.

Teamwork is making the dream work for Alcorn.

Three Braves, a group comprised of junior Reginal Johnson (15.7), senior Marquis Vance (11.2) and A.J.
Mosby (10.1), are among the league’s top 20 scorers. They lead the league in assists (13.6), 3-pointers
made (7.3) and defensive rebounds (26.3) per game. Alcorn also ranks among the top three in the SWAC
in scoring defensive, �eld-goal percentage, blocks per game, 3-point �eld-goal percentage and assist-to-
turnover ratio.

“It’s amazing what can happen when no one cares who gets the credit,” Robinson told Charles Edmond,
the voice of Alcorn State athletics, after the Southern game.

It’s been a stellar showing for Alcorn, but now it has to prove its mettle against the only opponent that
truly matters.
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Thursday, the Braves travel to Houston to face Texas Southern, a team that’s been there, done that and
has the T-shirts. Led by veteran coach Mike Davis, who’s had previous stints at Indiana and UAB, the
Tigers have won three of the last four SWAC regular season and tournament titles. They’ve copped both
the past two seasons and are vying to make it a three-peat this season.

TSU escaped out of the Davey L. Whitney Complex with a 67-65 win both teams’ conference-opener in
game that might as well have been played eons ago.
“I’ve been telling the guys, ‘Don’t worry about what’s going on. Don’t worry about the streak. Don’t worry
about the run. The only that’s important is the game you playing at this point. You can’t control any of the
other stu�.’ ”

If the Braves keep the streak going, and beat the Tigers, a team they haven’t defeated since 2008, they’ll
have put the entire league on notice. Who knows? Maybe, they’ll change the power dynamic in the SWAC.
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The Stars' Best Kept Secrets: Emma Stone ()
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Born in Arizona, Emma Stone made her �lm debut in 2007's 'Superbad' and has since had a solid career, leading to her 2017
Oscar win as Best Actress for 'La La Land'. But what are some things you may not have known about this husky voiced
starlet?
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